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January 8, 2024 
 
 
Dear Friends & Family, 
 
This is the first year we have attempted to compile an Annual Stakeholder Report, providing a 
deeper insight into Bear Creek Community Charter School’s purpose, programs and operations.  
Although this document is not all-inclusive, we hope it serves as a foundation on which we can 
expand each year going forward. 
 
As Luzerne County’s only public charter school, and only one of four operating in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, we believe it is important to help the general public become more familiar with 
charter schools.  It is important to point out that charter schools are public schools and are always 
operated as non-profit entities, despite what you may hear to the contrary. 
 
I hope you find the information contained in this report informative.  We look forward to the the 
new year ahead, and our continued expansion to three sections of each grade, kindergarten 
through eighth grade. 
 
Yours Truly, 

 
Jim Smith 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 



 
 
 

 

OUR MISSION & CORE VALUES 
 

Our Mission is to embrace a diverse student body and inspire student 
success through an innovative curriculum, the cultivation of environmental 
stewardship, and by holding students, parents, and staff accountable for 
results. 
 
The following core values guide the mission of Bear Creek Community 
Charter School: 
 

1. Setting high expectations for academic achievement will lead 
students to be meaningful contributors to society; 
 

2. We have an obligation to expose children to content-rich materials 
and programs derived from research-based teaching methods; 
 

3. Engaging children at all levels will inspire them to rise to academic 
challenges and develop a life-long enthusiasm for learning; 

 

4. Quality teachers are critical to student achievement; 
 

5. Staff will be provided the resources necessary to support their 
success and be held accountable for delivering measurable results; 
 

6. Education is powerful when students, families, school, and the 
community are involved; 
 

7. Children must be taught their inherent responsibility to respect the 
environment and will encourage others to do the same; 
 

8. Children will be challenged to develop leadership skills, build self-
esteem and exhibit exemplary character; 
 

9. A safe and nurturing environment is essential to student achievement; 
and 

 

10. Complacency is not acceptable. We must create and embrace a 
culture of continuous improvement for the benefit of our students. 
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What Are Public Charter Schools? 

 
Charter schools were created to provide opportunities for teachers, parents, students and 
community members to establish and maintain schools that operate independently from the 
existing school district structure as a method to accomplish the following: improve student 
learning; increase learning opportunities for all students; encourage the use of different and 
innovative teaching methods; create new professional opportunities for teachers; provide 
parents and students with expanded choices in the types of educational opportunities that are 
available within the public school system; and be accountable for meeting measurable academic 
standards. Charter schools are exempt from many educational mandates. Some of the 
mandates that charter schools are not exempt from include health and safety, special 
education, civil rights, student accountability, employee criminal history checks, open meetings, 
freedom of information requirements, generally accepted accounting principles, and certain 
provisions of the Pennsylvania School Code. 
 
Public charter schools like Bear Creek Community Charter School are independent public 
schools established and operated under a charter from the local school board and in which 
students are enrolled or attend. These schools are commonly referred to as "brick-and-mortar" 
charter schools and focus on teacher-led discussion and teacher knowledge imparted to 
students through face-to-face interaction at the schools' physical facilities located within the 
boundaries of the school district that granted the charter. A cyber charter school is an 
independent public school established and operated under a charter from PDE and in which the 
school uses technology in order to provide a significant portion of curriculum and to deliver a 
significant portion of instruction to its students through the internet or other electronic means 
without a school-established requirement that students be present at a supervised physical 
facility designated by the school, except on a very limited basis, such as for standardized test. 
 
Charter schools and cyber charter schools must be organized as public, nonprofit corporations.  
Charter schools do not charge tuition.  Any student residing in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania is eligible to attend. 
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School Governance & Leadership 
 
 
Leadership Team 
 
Jim Smith 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Tammy Miller, CPA 
Business Manager 
 
Dr. Kristen Young 
Director of Curriculum & Instruction 
 
Kim Stevens 
Director of Student Affairs 
 
Bridget Deeble 
Director of Intervention & Support Services 
 
Dan Steber 
Network & Technology Administrator 
 
Jeff Balut 
School Police Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
 
Dave Blazejewski 
President 
 
Wendy Lutchko 
Vice-President 
 
Jim Smith 
Secretary 
 
Peter Austin 
 
Kimberly Popple 
 
Nicky Pachucki 
 
Brandy Lewis 
 
Stacey Scullion 
 
Lynn Marie Shedlock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enrollment & Demographics 
 
Total enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year was 512 students.  These students originated 
from twelve school districts in Luzerne and Monroe Counties: 
 
 

Grade Enrollment 

Kindergarten 50 

First Grade 75 

Second Grade 75 

Third Grade 52 

Fourth Grade 52 

Fifth Grade 52 

Sixth Grade 52 

Seventh Grade 52 

Eighth Grade 52 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School District Students 

Crestwood 20 

Dallas 3 

Greater Nanticoke Area 6 

Hanover Area 14 

Hazleton 1 

Lake-Lehman 2 

Northwest 1 

Pittston Area 18 

Pocono Mountain 5 

Wilkes-Barre Area 407 

Wyoming Area 9 

Wyoming Valley West 26 
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Origin of students by municipality from within the Wilkes-Barre Area School District (2023): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School District Students % 

Bear Creek Township 114 28% 

Bear Creek Village Borough 7 2% 

Buck Township 13 3% 

City of Wilkes-Barre 195 47% 

Laflin Borough 8 2% 

Laurel Run Borough 3 1% 

Plains Township 39 10% 

Wilkes-Barre Township 28 7% 
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Origin of students by school district of residence and school (2023): 
 

District School 

# of 
Students 

Attending 
Bear Creek 

Percent of 
School 

Population 

Wilkes-Barre Area Solomon/Plains Elementary School 142 27.73% 

Wilkes-Barre Area Solomon/Plains Junior High School 67 13.09% 

Wilkes-Barre Area GAR Middle School 53 10.35% 

Wilkes-Barre Area Heights-Murray Elementary School 53 10.35% 

Wilkes-Barre Area Dan Flood Elementary School 37 7.23% 

Wilkes-Barre Area Kistler Elementary School 34 6.64% 

Wilkes-Barre Area Dodson Elementary School 21 4.10% 

Wyoming Valley 
West Wyoming Valley West Middle School 10 1.95% 

Crestwood Fairview Elementary School 9 1.76% 

Wyoming Valley 
West Chester Street Elementary Center 7 1.37% 

Hanover Lee Park Elementary School 7 1.37% 

Wyoming Valley 
West State Street Elementary Center 6 1.17% 

Wyoming Area Wyoming Area Intermediate Center 6 1.17% 

Crestwood Crestwood Secondary Campus 6 1.17% 

Pittston Area Pittston Area Middle School 6 1.17% 

Pittston Area Pittston City Intermediate Center 6 1.17% 

Pittston Area Pittston Area Primary Center 6 1.17% 

Crestwood Rice Elementary School 5 0.98% 

Wyoming Valley 
West Dana Elementary Center 3 0.59% 

Wyoming Area Wyoming Area Secondary Center 3 0.59% 

Pocono Mountain Tobyhanna Elementary Center 3 0.59% 

Hanover Hanover Green Elementary School 3 0.59% 

Pocono Mountain Pocono Mountain West Junior High School 2 0.39% 

Lake-Lehman Lehman-Jackson Elementary School 2 0.39% 

Dallas Dallas Middle School 2 0.39% 

Hanover Hanover Area Junior/Senior High School 2 0.39% 

Hanover Lyndwood Elementary School 2 0.39% 

Nanticoke Greater Nanticoke Area Elementary Center 2 0.39% 

Nanticoke Kennedy Early Childhood Center 2 0.39% 

Nanticoke Greater Nanticoke Area Education Center 2 0.39% 

Northwest Area Northwest Area Intermediate School 1 0.20% 

Dallas Wycallis Primary Center 1 0.20% 

Hazleton Freeland Elementary/Middle School 1 0.20% 

 
 
 
 



Bear Creek Community Charter School – Annual Report                                                                                                                9 

 

Number of students historically on a wait list waiting to enroll if seats become available: 
 

School Year Wait List Students 

2022-2023 548 

2021-2022 257 

2020-2021 295 

2019-2020 258 

2018-2019 287 

2017-2018 282 

2016-2017 291 

2015-2016 168 

2014-2015 175 

2013-2014 205 

2012-2013 173 

2011-2012 111 

  



Bear Creek Community Charter School – Annual Report                                                                                                                10 

 

Student Demographics by Race: 
 

 
 
Student Demographics by Socio-Economic Status: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Student Demographics by Educational Disability: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Race 2018- 
2019 

2019-
2020 

2020- 
2021 

2021- 
2022 

2022-
2023 

American Indian/Alaskan 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.19% >1% 

Asian 1.07% 1.29% 1.29% 0.78% 1% 

Black or African American 6.01% 6.24% 6.65% 8.17% 7% 

Hispanic 8.58% 8.60% 7.30% 7.59% 9% 

Multi-Racial 2.36% 4.52% 5.15% 7.20% 9% 

Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander 

0.43% 0.43% 0.64% 0.39% 
>1% 

White 81.55% 78.92% 78.97% 75.68% 74% 

School Year Low Income 

2022-2023 47.95% 

2021-2022 48.83% 

2020-2021 43.78% 

2019-2020 40.22% 

2018-2019 37.55% 

 
School Year 

 
School 

Chartering 
District 

 
State 

2022-2023 19.6% 19.6% 19.3% 

2021-2022 20.4% 20.1% 18.6% 

2020-2021 22.5% 20.8% 18.1% 

2019-2020 20.6% 21.0% 17.8% 

2018-2019 19.1% 21.1% 17.3% 
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Percentage of Special Education Enrollment by Disability Category (2023): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
English Language Learning Students 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Category 

 
School 

 
State 

Autism 0.0% 13.2% 

Deaf-Blindness 0.0% 0.0% 

Emotional Disturbance 0.0% 7.9% 

Hearing Impairment - Deafness 0.0% 0.8% 

Intellectual Disability 0.0% 6.2% 

Multiple Disabilities 0.0% 0.9% 

Orthopedic Impairment 0.0% 0.2% 

Other Health Impairment 26.0% 18.5% 

Specific Learning Disability 23.0% 38.3% 

Speech or Language Impairment 40.0% 13.9% 

Traumatic Brain Injury 0.0% 0.2% 

Visual Impairment – Blindness 0.0% 0.3% 

School Year ELL Students % 

2022-2023 7 1.6% 

2021-2022 8 1.57% 

2020-2021 5 1.07% 

2019-2020 5 1.08% 

2018-2019 5 1.07% 
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K-Kids and Builder’s Club 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School provides students in first through fourth grade the 
opportunity to participate in K-Kids Club, which is an after-school activity where students typically 
meet once a month in the Dining Hall from 3:45 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  A snack and drink are provided.  
K-Kids is a student-led service organization for elementary school students. The local Kiwanis Club 
of Wyoming Area serves as the K-Kids club sponsor. Members in this service organization are 
students who are interested in service to school and community. 
 
The objectives of K-Kids are:  

 

▪ To provide opportunities for working 
together in service to school and 
community 
 

▪ To develop leadership potential 
 

▪ To foster development of a strong 
moral character 
 

▪ To encourage loyalty to school, 
community, and nation 

 
Students in fifth through eighth grade the 
opportunity to participate in Builder’s Club, 
which is an after-school activity where 
students typically meet once a month in the 
Dining Hall from 3:45 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  A 
snack and drink are provided.   
 
Builders Club is an international student-led 
organization providing members with 
opportunities to perform service, build 
character and develop leadership for students 
in grades fifth to eighth. The local Kiwanis Club of Wilkes-Barre serves as the Builders Club 
sponsor. 
 
The objectives of Builders Club are: 
 

▪ To provide opportunities for working together in service to school and community 
 

▪ To develop leadership potential 
 

▪ To foster development of a strong moral character 
 

▪ To encourage loyalty to school, community, and nation 
 
Both K-Kids and Builder’s Club rely upon staff and parent volunteers to be successful. 
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Attendance & Truancy 
 
Students cannot fully benefit from Bear Creek Community Charter unless they are in school 
participating in daily lessons, hands-on learning, and other critical aspects of the School’s 
educational program.  Ensuring acceptable attendance is a partnership between school, parent 
and student. 
 
As a public school, Bear Creek Community Charter School enforces Pennsylvania’s Compulsory 
School Attendance Law (24 P.S. §§ 13-1326 – 1354).     Through a partnership with the Luzerne 
County Court of Common Pleas and Catholic Social Services Parent And Student Success 
Program (PASS), the goal is to improve student attendance and success through the 
engagement of students and their families in the educational process, and provide additional 
community supports for families on an as-needed basis. 
 
A special thank you to District Magisterial Judge Michael Dotzel for his ongoing support of our 
school, students and families. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Key Attendance Contacts/Resources 
 
Melanie Leo, School Counselor: (570) 820-4070, extension 6200 
 
Lynn Gallagher, Licensed Clinical Social Worker: (570) 820-4070, extension 6210 
 
Catholic Social Service PASS Program: (570) 824-5766 
 
District Magisterial Judge Michael Dotzel: (570) 825-8984
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Year Attendance 

2022-2023 92.11% 

2021-2022 90.35% 

2020-2021 94.15% 

2019-2020 94.77% 

2018-2019 94.81% 

School Year Habitual Truancy 

2022-2023 61 

2021-2022 77 

2020-2021 100 

2019-2020 14 

2018-2019 36 
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Student Academic Growth 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School utilizes a number of assessments at various grade levels 
that are administered at various points throughout the year, to measure a student’s academic 
growth, including iReady Diagnostic Benchmark Assessment, the Pennsylvania Classroom 
Diagnostic Tools (CDT), and the Pennsylvania Value-Added Assessment System (PVAAS). 
 
PVAAS (Pennsylvania Value-Added Assessment System) measures student growth from one 
year to the next, based on state assessment performance. In this sense, growth for one student 
compares a student’s performance on an assessment to their performance on earlier 
assessments. The state assessments used in PVAAS analysis include the PSSA and the Keystone 
exams. The Pennsylvania Department of Education works with SAS, an analytics firm, to develop 
and calculate PVAAS measures and metrics and then provides comprehensive growth data to 
public schools through Pennsylvania, including Bear Creek Community Charter School. 
 
Value added or growth information can be used along with performance results for a more 
complete picture of student learning.  Prior testing information is used by the state to predict 
student progress, and color-coded PVAAS reports show if groups exceeded, maintained or fell 
short of their expected growth. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Learn More @ 
https://www.futurereadypa.org 
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Learn More @ 
https://www.futurereadypa.org 
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Student Academic Performance 
 
The annual Pennsylvania System School Assessment is a standards-based, criterion-referenced 
assessment which provides students, parents, educators and citizens with an understanding of 
student and school performance related to the attainment of proficiency of the academic 
standards. These standards in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science and Technology 
identify what a student should know and be able to do at varying grade levels. School districts 
possess the freedom to design curriculum and instruction to ensure that students meet or 
exceed the standards' expectations. 
 
Every Pennsylvania student in grades 3 through 8 is assessed in English Language Arts and 
Math. Every Pennsylvania student in grades 4 and 8 is assessed in science.  Testing usually 
occurs during the second half of April and into the first week of May each year.  In compliance 
with §4.51(a)(4) of the PA School Code the State Board of Education approved, "specific criteria 
for advanced, proficient, basic and below basic levels of performance."  Each year, the 
Department of Education provides the parent of each student taking one or more of the PSSA 
tests a student report explaining how their child performed on the PSSA assessment. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Learn More @ 
https://www.futurereadypa.org 
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Learn More @ 
https://www.futurereadypa.org 
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Bear Creek Community Charter School 
Academic Performance 

 
2023 Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

 
Compared to Chartering School District 

 

~ Schoolwide Data ~ 
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Bear Creek Community Charter School 
Academic Performance 

 
2023 Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

 
Compared to All Luzerne County Public Schools 

 

~ Schoolwide Data ~ 
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Bear Creek Community Charter School 
Academic Performance 

 
2023 Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

 
Compared to All Luzerne County Public Schools 

 

~ Economically Disadvantaged Students ~ 
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Bear Creek Community Charter School 
Academic Performance 

 
2023 Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

 
Compared to All Luzerne County Public Schools 

 

~ Minority Students ~ 
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Bear Creek Community Charter School 
Academic Performance 

 
2023 Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

 
Compared to All Luzerne County Public Schools 

 

~ Special Education Students ~ 
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 Why do 
parents 
choose Bear 
Creek 
Community 
Charter 
School for 
their children? 
 
Parents choose to enroll their children at 
Bear Creek Community Charter School for a 
variety of reasons. What is most unique is 
the mere existence of Bear Creek 
Community Charter School as a public 
school, providing parents with a real choice 
in deciding what is best for their child's 
education. Prior to 2004, parents residing in 
the Wyoming Valley who could not afford a 
private or parochial school had no such 
choice. Since Bear Creek Community Charter 
School is a public school and does not charge 
tuition, parents can now choose between 
their traditional public school or Bear Creek 
Community Charter School, and do not have 
to worry about the costs associated with 
private school tuition. 
 

Parents choose Bear Creek Community 
Charter School because . . . they 
embrace and support high academic 
expectations for their children – the 
same high academic expectations Bear 
Creek Community Charter School 
demands of its students. The Board of 
Trustees, administration and staff are 
uniformly committed to preparing 
students to leave Bear Creek 
Community with the best public 
education possible, to prepare them for 
high school, college and the real world 
beyond.  
  

. . . .  they want their children to get a 
solid understanding and appreciation 
for the natural environment in which we 
all live, and learn how to sustain our 
environment for future generations. 
Environmental Education is a key 
component of Bear Creek Community 
Charter School's academic program. 
Ecology and Environmental Science is 
woven into the academic fabric of the 
school, and each student receives 
dedicated instructional time specific for 
environmental education, in addition to 
the traditional Science coursework.. 
 

. . . of the small, safe and community-
oriented environment created by our 
nurturing staff. Our dedicated and 
caring staff is committed to each child's 
academic success, and they go out of 
our way to ensure all children feel 
welcome. Parents choose Bear Creek 
Community Charter School because it 
openly embraces true parental 
involvement.  
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Student Retention & Promotion 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School Policy states that promotion from one grade to the next 
is a two-step process. Students will be considered for promotion upon (1) teacher 
recommendation and (2) students earning a passing grade in Math, English Language Arts and 
at least one of the two remaining core academic subjects. Students who are absent from school 
for thirty (30) or more days may be retained and not promoted to the next grade level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Satisfaction 
 
Parents are a critical component to the success of students and our school. Each year Bear 
Creek Community Charter School undertakes an anonymous survey of parents, soliciting critical 
feedback on school operations. This information is utilized by the Board of Trustees, school 
administrators and staff in considering operational changes to fulfill our commitment to 
ongoing improvement, which ultimately benefits our students. Parent satisfaction is also a 
component of the School’s performance-based compensation program. The Annual Parent 
Satisfaction Report is shared with all stakeholder groups, and is a public document. 
 
Forty-one percent (41%) of Bear Creek Community Charter School parents responded to the anonymous 
2023 Parent Satisfaction Survey, which was administered electronically.  This was a five-percent decrease in 
the number of responses compared to the prior year. 

 
A complete copy of the 2023 Parent Satisfaction Survey Report is available on the School’s web 
site at www.bearcreekschool.com → About → School Performance. 
 

         

 
School Year 

Students 
Retained 

Promotion 
% 

2022-2023 6 98.84% 

2021-2022 9 98.07% 

2020-2021 7 98.49% 

2019-2020 5 98.93% 

2018-2019 4 99.15% 
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School Safety 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School employes an on-staff School Police Officer and maintains 
a strong, collaborative relationship with Pennsylvania State Police Troop P through a formal 
Memorandum of Understanding.  Each year, the School submits data to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education relating to school safety. 

 
Officer Jeffrey Balut 
Bear Creek Community Charter School 
Telephone: (570) 820-4070, extension 6209 
E-mail:  jeffrey.balut@bearcreekschool.com 
 
Trooper William Evans 
Pennsylvania State Police Troop P 
Telephone: (570) 822-5549 
E-mail:  williaevan@pa.gov 
 
 

Safe Schools Category 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 

Reportable Incidents 24 39 35 75 86 

Offenders 20 23 22 44 48 

Involvement of Law 
Enforcement 

0 0 0 0 
2 



 

 

  

 
I wanted to do this for the longest time. 
I want to thank every single member of 

the Bear Creek Community Charter 
School staff – you are the best! 

 
It’s hard now adays to find a village 

to help raise your kiddos, but I’m 
lucky to count on you.  

 
Thank you for teaching my children 

things I didn’t have the opportunity to 
learn when I was in school, thank you for 
the inclusive activities they love so much, 
and more important thank you for your 

passion for building a better future! 
 

Katherine Almanzar 
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School Finance 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School employes a licensed Certified Public Accountant as the 
School’s Business Manager.  Typically, Bear Creek Community Charter School’s Business 
Manager prepares monthly financial statements, which are presented to the Chief Executive 
Officer for review, which are then presented to the Board of Trustees for approval.  Each year, 
the School engages a Certified Public Accounting Firm to complete an independent audit of the 
School’s financial statements.  The audited is conducted in accordance with the auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United State of America and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States.  
 
The School’s Annual Independent is a public document and is posted on the School’s web site at 
www.bearcreekschool.com. A copy is also provided to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education and the Wilkes-Barre Area School District, Bear Creek Community Charter School’s 
authorizing school district. 
 
The independent audit for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023 has not yet been completed.  The 
information below is for the immediate prior fiscal years. 
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Fund Balance 
 
Generally, a fund balance is the difference between a school’s assets and its liabilities. In 
addition to cash in the bank and investments, a fund balance also includes money owed to, or 
by, the school and the value of items in inventory that will be collected, paid and/or used in the 
current fiscal year. 
 
Three types of fund balances are reported to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

 

1. Committed – funds that have been dedicated by the school board for a specific purpose; 
 

2. Assigned – funds that are intended for a specific purpose by a committee of the school 
board or an individual authorized by the board; 
 

3. Unassigned – funds that are available for any purpose. 
 
Schools will often commit or assign money in their fund balance to offset the cost of large 
expenditures, such as construction projects, renovations, or for expenses related to employee 
pensions. 
  
Money that is unassigned is equivalent to a “rainy day” fund and is typically used for 
unexpected expenses, such as responding to an emergency or fulfilling a revenue shortfall, such 
as a change in the charter school funding calculation or a delayed state budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
School Year 

 
Committed 

 
Unassigned 

Pre-Paid 
Expenses 

Total Fund 
Balance 

June 30, 2023 $1,373,369.00 $987,279.00 $134,515.00 $2,495,163.00 

June 30, 2022 $1,228,251.00 $868,954.00 $143,623.00 $2,300,828.00 

June 30, 2021 $1,191,864.00 $1,480,220.00 $212,102.00 $2,884,186.00 

June 30, 2020 $566,414.00 $1,392,120.00 $136,387.00 $2,095,120.00 

June 30, 2019 $566,414.00 $828,426.00 $183,959.00 $1,578,799.00 
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Campus & Facilities 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School is located on a 312-acre mountain top campus; of which 
96 is utilized for school operations.  The School consists of an original 65,000 school building 
constructed in 2015 and a 36,000 classroom expansion constructed in 2023.  In addition, the 
campus includes maintenance facilities, pavilion, soccer field, two playgrounds, multiple ponds, 
yurt, nature trails and outdoor classrooms.  Ten Mile Run, a high-quality cold-water fishery runs 
through the campus.  The playground and nature trails are open to the public when school is 
not in session, and the pavilion is available for public rental.  
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Environmental Education 
 

A key component of Bear Creek Community Charter School's is the cultivation of environmental 
stewardship, and one of the School's core values is to teach children about their inherent 
responsibility to respect the environment and use them as a conduit to help others do the same. 
Environmental education teaches children and adults how to learn about and investigate their 
environment, and to make intelligent, informed decisions about how they can take care of it. 
 
Learning about the environment involves many subjects—earth science, biology, chemistry, 
social studies, even math and language arts—because understanding how the environment 
works, and keeping it healthy, involves knowledge and skills from many disciplines. When 
taught effectively, environmental education not only leads to environmentally literate children, 
but also helps increase student academic achievement. 
 
Environmentally literate students understand that their daily choices affect the environment, 
how those choices can help or harm the environment, and what they need to do (individually or 
as part of a larger community) to keep the environment healthy and sustain its resources, so 
that people enjoy a good quality of life for themselves and their children. 
 
Environmental literacy also promotes human health. Clean air reduces the incidence of asthma 
and certain cancers. Clean water prevents infectious diseases. Sustainable farming means 
nutrient-rich soil and healthier food for everyone.  Environmentally literate people act on their 
beliefs. This might mean buying "green" products for the household, using natural alternatives 
to pesticides to protect gardens and homes, attending community meetings to discuss complex 
issues affecting the environment. 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School’s comprehensive ECO Explorations curriculum provides 
all students in all grades, kindergarten through eight, hand-on learning opportunities 
throughout the year.  Students receive a separate 45-minute block of instruction each week, 
engage in annual “field experiences” related to their course of student, and have opportunities 
to participate in afterschool and extra-curricular activities to support the School’s mission of 
environmental stewardship. 
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After-School Tutoring 
 
Elementary and middle school students are laying the foundation for successful learning skills 
that will carry them through their entire academic journey.  Tutoring cannot only help young 
learners boost grades, but also helps them learn valuable skills, build self-confidence, and set 
them on a path for success.  Bear Creek Community Charter School typically offers free, after-
school tutoring during two six-week sessions twice a year, Fall and Spring.  Tutoring typically 
focuses on Math, Reading and Writing skills.  Students are identified for tutoring by their 
classroom teacher, and invitations and permissions slips are sent home for parent approval.  If 
space permits, other students may also attend. 
 

Positive Behavior Support 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School has a formal program to promote and reward positive 
behavior among students.  Students in kindergarten through third grade earn points using the 
LiveSchool system and are then provided with the opportunity to “cash in” points for rewards 
as part of the prize shed.  Students in fourth grade through eighth grade earn points using the 
LiveSchool system and are then provided with the opportunity to “cash in” points for either an 
“experience” or for one of multiple raffles for items such as electronics, hockey tickets, surprise 
boxes and more. 
 

R.E.A.D. Therapy Dog 
 
The mission of the R.E.A.D. program is to improve the literacy skills of children through the 
assistance of registered therapy teams as literacy mentors.  R.E.A.D. is the first and foremost 
program that utilizes therapy animals to help kids improve their reading and communication 
skills and also teaches them to love books and reading. Bear Creek Community Charter School is 
blessed to have Mrs. Soroka and Rooney as our R.E.A.D. team, who work with the Literacy 
Specialist and classroom teachers to identify students who can benefit from this valuable 
resource. 
 

Leaving the Den 
 
Each year, Bear Creek Community Charter School hosts a special evening of activities for 
seventh and eighth grade students and their parents.  Various schools and organizations from 
across the Wyoming Valley and beyond present information to families about options for 
students who are graduating 8th grade.  This includes traditional public schools, private and 
parochial schools, and colleges and universities.  Students and parents also learn about the 
benefits of dual enrollment, earning college credits while completing high school. 
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Student Showcase 
 
Each Spring, Bear Creek Community Charter School hosts a family engagement event that 
allows students to showcase some of their work.  This includes National History Day 
presentations, creative artwork, and more. 
 

Birdhouse Buddies 
 
A peer-led project sponsored by the Bear Creek Community Charter School Chapter of the 
National Junior Honor Society, this after-school activity provided students with the opportunity 
to learn more about birds, their nesting and feeding habits, and how they survive.  Students 
then constructed their own birdhouse which they were encouraged to take home and place in a 
location that would attract birds to their own backyard. 
 

Birds & Herps 
 
This after-school activity was coordinated by Bear Creek Community Charter School’s Outdoor 
Club.  Students and parents were invited to join naturalists from the Greater Wyoming Valley 
Audubon Society, Kings College and Wilkes University on a walking tour of camps, to identify 
native bird specials, frogs, turtle and amphibians.   
 

Spring Festival 
 
Each year, the Bear Creek Community Charter School Parent/Teacher Organization sponsors the 
Annual Spring Festival, a day full of activities and fun for all Bear Creek Community Charter 
School students.  Activities include educational presentations, water balloons, face-painting, 
sand art, games, crafts, snacks and more.   
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A Frosty Night in Bear Creek 
 
One of many family engagement activities for Bear Creek Community Charter School students 
and their families, A Frosty Night in Bear Creek included various activities scattered around the 
school campus, craft-making, cookies and milk, a fireside story-time, student musical 
performances, a staff theatrical skit, and even a visit by Santa himself! 
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Field Day 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School Field Day is an annual event that focuses on 
sportsmanship, teamwork, physical fitness, and healthy competition among students.  Students 
participate in various competitions around campus.  Activities include relay races, tug-o-war, 
speedball, scooter challenges and more. 
 

Outdoor Club 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School’s Outdoor Club undertakes various student and family 
engagement activities throughout the school year.  This includes nature hikes on and off 
campus, trail maintenance, and educational programs that support the School’s mission of 
environmental stewardship. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bear Creek Community Charter School – Annual Report                                                                                                                92 

 

Educational Assemblies 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School hosts multiple educational assemblies each year covering 
important topics for students.  In the past, educational assemblies included an off-site Student 
Leadership Summit at the Bear Creek Camp, including a presentation by Teen Truth; North By 
Night: Heroes of the Underground Railroad; Spirit of America, the Indoor Planetarium; CSI 
Investigation, Black History Hall of Fame, DJ Reggie’s Anti-Bullying Message and Spirit to 
Overcome.  In scheduling educational assemblies, school leadership often requests input from 
Student Council and our Student Ambassadors. 
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Parent/Teacher Organization 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School is proud to partner with parents to provide creative, fun 
and educational activities throughout the school year.  This dedicated group of volunteers assist 
with classroom parties, fundraise to help offset the cost of field trips, compile and publish an 
annual full-color yearbook, and organize various special events for students, families and staff.  
The PTO typically meets the second Wednesday of each month in the Dining Hall. 
 
 

Community Partnerships 
 
Bear Creek Community Charter School is proud of its community partners.  A few of our 
partners are featured below. 
 
The Bear Creek Foundation supports the school and our families by providing funding for 
various projects and events including the Indoor Resource Room, Summer Camp, the Annual 
Fall Festival, Trunk or Treat/Haunted Barn, and Annual Educational Scholarships for Bear Creek 
Community Charter School Alumni. 
 
The Greater Wyoming Valley Area Family YMCA operates a full-service day care program on the 
Bear Creek Community Charter School campus, including before and after school care for 
charter school families as well as families from the surrounding communities.  The YMCA also 
partners with Bear Creek Community Charter School to offer a six-week Power Scholars 
Academy Summer program for area youth. 
 
Keiner’s Apiary operates a “mini apiary” on the charter school campus, adjacent to Anita’s 
Garden and the Butterly House.  Students get to observe two working honey bee hives in 
action, and honey generated by the hives are used in the School’s Food Service Program.  Thank 
you Harold Keiner! 
 
 

 


