Transportation To & From
Bear Creek Community Charter School

Your child’s right to school transportation depends on the local policies adopted by your
local school district of residence, the distance from your residence to the school, and
whether your child has disabilities that require individualized transportation arrangements.
Pennsylvania school districts are required to provide transportation to children attending
charter schools located within their district and charter schools that are within 10 miles by
the nearest public highway of the school district’s boundary on the dates that the charter
schoolis in session.’

Does Bear Creek Community Charter School provide student transportation to and
from school?

Bear Creek Community Charter School does not provide transportation for students to and
from school, except in limited circumstances where required by law. As required by the
Pennsylvania Charter School law, each local school district is responsible for the
transportation of students residing in their district to and from Bear Creek Community
Charter School on days when the charter schoolis in session. This includes days when the
local school district may be closed.

Are all Pennsylvania school districts required to transport students to and from
school?

No. With certain exceptions, Pennsylvania law does not require school districts to provide
transportation to all students.?

What if my child’s bus ride is very long?

Pennsylvania does not have a time limit for the length of a school bus ride. In some rural
districts and densely populated urban districts, transportation time may be significant. You
can reach out to your home school district’s transportation department if you have
concerns regarding long commute times for your child.
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Can my child be suspended from riding a school bus or told they are no longer allowed
toride a school bus?

Under state law, a school district (or public charter school) is empowered to develop rules
governing behavioral expectations and may impose discipline for student infractions of the
code of conduct occurring while a student is on the school bus or taking public
transportation to and from school.® As transportation is not a right in Pennsylvania (except
for students with disabilities), courts have not recognized a property interest mandating a
hearing prior to a deprivation of transportation.*

However, like other rules made by a school board, student discipline relating to
transportation cannot be arbitrary and capricious, overly punitive,® or discriminate against
students on the basis of race, sex, disability, national origin, ethnicity, religion, and other
protected class statuses.

Students, parents and guardians should review Bear Creek Community Charter School’s
Student/Parent Handbook regarding student behavior expectations and the School’s
disciplinary process. The Handbook is available on the School’s web site at
www.bearcreekschool.com or a hard copy can be obtained by contacting the School’s
office.

Our family is experiencing homelessness. Will the school provide transportation to
and from where we are currently located?

Under a federal law called the McKinney-Vento Act, a student experiencing homelessness
has the right to continue attending their school of origin with transportation provided if
needed. In addition to providing transportation to the school of origin, LEAs must consider
the student’s needs and provide students in homeless situations with transportation
services comparable to those provided to other students in the school.®

If you are experiencing homelessness, please contact Mrs. Melanie Leo at (570) 820-4070,
extension 6200.

Who do | contact if | have issues with the location of the bus stop or the times
associated with pick-up or drop off?

Please contact your local school district of residence who is providing your child with
transportation to and from school. A complete list of school district transportation
contacts, along with their respective transportation providers, is located on the charter
school’s web site at www.bearcreekschool.com


http://www.bearcreekschool.com/
http://www.bearcreekschool.com/
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